ONE of the striking phenomena of the twentieth century and to some extent also of the last quarter of the nineteenth century has been the curtailment of premature mortality, the prevention of disease and the prolongation of the average life span of man. Since 1880, the general death rate has been diminished more than 50 per cent. and the average expectancy of life at birth has been increased from 40 years to approximately 61 years. Typhoid fever and diarrhea and enteritis have diminished almost to the vanishing point in many communities; cholera and typhus fever are rarely causes of death in this country to-day; the inci-
